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MLK DREAM WEEKEND FACT SHEET

MISSION 
To organize and execute community wide events in Greenville that bring to life the values of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

WHY GREENVILLE?
As the last county in both South Carolina and the nation to approve the holiday honoring Dr. King, it 
became apparent that there was both a need and a significant opportunity to bring the community 
together to celebrate an important milestone. The result has been an annual celebration of Dr. King’s 
vision, as well as our community’s diversity and dreams.

PURPOSE
The 2015 MLK Dream Weekend gives Greenville citizens an opportunity to honor the memory of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. while celebrating the diversity of the Upstate community. With compassion, 
togetherness and a community spirit, our city has achieved success in its work to change lives by 
exploring possibilities and expanding potential for people of all backgrounds and cultures. As we 
mark Greenville’s 10th annual celebration honoring Dr. King’s life and legacy, we will benefit local 
youth with scholarships.

COMMUNITY IMPACT
A major part of the MLK Dream Weekend is to empower our youth to further their education beyond 
high school. At the 2015 Diversity Banquet, MLK Dream Weekend will award 10 scholarships totaling 
over $100,000 adding to the $340,000 in scholarships that MLK Dream Weekend has provided over 
the past nine years. More than just events leading up to the King holiday, MLK Dream Weekend has 
been instrumental in creating opportunities for networking, accountability, coaching, encouragement, 
inspiration and volunteerism.  

FOR MORE EVENT INFORMATION CONTACT:

Nika White
MLK Dream Weekend Marketing Director
864-631-6596
info@mlkdreamweekend.com



MLK DREAM WEEKEND
JANUARY 15-19, 2015

33-A Ray  E . Ta l ley  Cour t , Su i te  #315, S impsonv i l le , SC 29680 • 864-990-1060 • Fax : 864-243-9353
scho larsh ips@mlkdreamweekend.com • www.mlkdreamweekend.com

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
The 2015 series of events, hosted by MLK Dream Weekend, aims to inspire the 
community of Greenville to establish Dreams, take Action on them, and Change 
the Future.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2015 AT 7 PM
MLK PRAYER VIGIL
at the Peace Center Graham Plaza

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2015 7 PM
MLK DIVERSITY BANQUET
at the TD Convention Center

Keynote Speaker: Rev. Jesse Jackson
Eleven scholarships to be awarded to deserving youth totaling over $100,000.
Musical entertainment provided by The Remedy. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2015 FROM 10 AM TO NOON
COMMUNITY DAY OF SERVICE
at the Various Locations Throughout Greenville 

Thank you to all volunteers who worked at various project sites throughout 
Greenville County.

The MLK Community Day of Service promoted volunteerism in our community 
& provided opportunities of service throughout the Upstate. Service events 
included: Meals On Wheels Delivery, Spruce Up Little Steps, AALG Speed 
Mentoring and many others. 

GREENVILLE
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GREENVILLE NATIVE & CIVIL ACTIVIST
MLK Dream Weekend Diversity Banquet
Keynote Speaker
Jesse Jackson was born October 8, 1941, in Greenville, 
South Carolina. While an undergraduate Jackson 
became involved in the civil rights movement. In 1965, 
he went to Selma, Alabama to march with Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. In the 1980s he became a leading 
national spokesman for African-Americans. After being 
appointed special envoy to Africa, he was awarded the 
2000 Presidential Medal of Freedom.

The Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson, 
Sr., founder and president of the 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition, is one 
of America’s foremost civil rights, 
religious and political figures. Over 
the past forty years, he has played 
a pivotal role in virtually every 
movement for empowerment, peace, 
civil rights, gender equality, and 
economic and social justice. On 
August 9, 2000, President Bill Clinton 
awarded Reverend Jackson the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civilian honor.
Reverend Jackson has been called 
the “Conscience of the Nation” 
and “the Great Unifier,” challenging 
America to be inclusive and to 
establish just and humane priorities 
for the benefit of all. He is known for 
bringing people together on common 
ground across lines of race, culture, 
class, gender and belief.

Born on October 8, 1941 in Greenville, South Carolina, Jesse 
Jackson graduated from the public schools in Greenville 
and then enrolled in the University of Illinois on a football 
scholarship. He later transferred to North Carolina A&T State 
University and graduated in 1964. He began his theological 
studies at Chicago Theological Seminary but deferred his 
studies when he began working full-time in the Civil Rights 
Movement with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He was ordained 
on June 30, 1968 by Rev. Clay Evans and received his 
earned Master of Divinity degree from Chicago Theological 

Seminary in 2000.
For his work in human and civil rights and nonviolent 
social change, Reverend Jackson has received more than 
40 honorary doctorate degrees and frequently lectures at 
major colleges and universities including Howard, Yale, 
Princeton, Morehouse, Harvard, Columbia, Stanford and 
Hampton. He was made an Honorary Fellow of Regents 
Park College at Oxford University in the UK in November 
2007, and received an Honorary Fellowship from Edge Hill 
University in Liverpool, England. In March 2010, Reverend 
Jackson was inducted into England’s prestigious 
Cambridge Union Society. In April 2010, he was awarded 
an honorary doctorate from the University of KwaZulu-
Natal in South Africa.

In October 1997, Reverend Jackson was 
appointed by President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
as “Special Envoy of the President and 
Secretary of State for the Promotion 
of Democracy in Africa”. In this official 
position, Reverend Jackson traveled 
to several countries on the African 
continent and met with such national 
leaders as President Nelson Mandela 
of the Republic of South Africa, His 
Excellency Daniel T. Arap Moi of Kenya, 
and President Frederick J.T. Chiluba of 
Zambia.

He has continued to be a leading 
advocate for a variety of public policy 
issues, including universal health care, 
equal administration of justice in all 
communities, sufficient funding for 
enforcement of civil rights laws, and 
for increased attention to business 

investment in under-served domestic communities (a 
theme that the Clinton administration picked up as the 
“New Markets Initiative”).
Reverend Jackson also supports a broad range of 
policies to improve education, eliminate poverty, and 
remind everyone that we are a “One-Big-Tent-America,” 
with room for all, and none left in the margins. A current 
campaign is “Restructure Loans, Don’t Foreclose on 
Homes,” tackling today’s housing crisis and the economic 
crisis gripping the world.

Reverend Jesse Jackson



MLK DREAM WEEKEND
JANUARY 15-19, 2015

33-A Ray  E . Ta l ley  Cour t , Su i te  #315, S impsonv i l le , SC 29680 • 864-990-1060 • Fax : 864-243-9353
scho larsh ips@mlkdreamweekend.com • www.mlkdreamweekend.com

SPONSORS
Without the strong support of the community, MLK Dream Weekend could not accomplish it’s goals. 

It’s thanks to these companies and organizations and their kind generosity that we are able 
to continue to honor Dr. King’s legacy and celebrate the diversity of our community. 

PRESENTING SPONSOR:

GOLD

SILVER

SM

www.1073jamz.com

PECULIAR
marketing • interactive • design

PLATINUM

®

GREENVILLE

KelleyandKelley
Photography

Benson Nissan • BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina 
Epsilon Tau Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Erwin Penland • Rotary International • The Blood Connection
United Way African American Leadership Greenville (AALG) • WMYA My40




